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Many professionals fear the 
passing of the SKILLS Act could be 
detrimental; others believe it won’t 
make a di!erence.
The U.S. House of Representatives 
on March 15 approved an 
amendment called the Supporting 
Knowledge and Investing in Lifelong 
Skills Act, which aims to combine 
the Workforce Investment Act with 
several other programs to create one 
single umbrella act. In particular, 
this act provides job placement for 
workers and assists employers in 
filling vacant positions.
However, the amendment may 
cut 35 federal job-placement 
programs already provided by the 
Workforce Investment Act because 
of the merges. According to The 
Chronicle for Higher Education, 
Democrats opposed the bill and 
walked out when the House 
approved it. The SKILLS Act still 
awaits Senate approval.
Some professionals think the 
ammendment will change many 
things, while some don’t.
University President Glenn Poshard 
said the bill likely won’t pass because 
of Senate opposition. However, he 
said the bill’s surrounding debate 
demonstrates another example of 
Congress’ dysfunctionality. 
“Like a family, they need to sit 
down at the kitchen table and discuss 
this,” he said.
Poshard said the bill isn’t about 
principle or one side being right about 
everything. Instead, he explained, it’s 
about cutting expenses as much as 
possible, but not as drastic as the act 
proposes — it’s about balancing the 
budget.
While the act would cut money 
from federal programs, Poshard said 
he didn’t think it would majorly 
affect the university. 
Beth Winfrey Freeburg, 
department of workforce education 
and development chair,  said the 
Workforce Investment Act funds 
WorkNet and Illinois Shared Learning 
Environment, but she wasn’t aware 
of any changes the SKILLS Act 
would create. She said WorkNet is a 
program that bene"ts both potential 
employers and employees since jobs 
can be posted online by employers, 
and appropriate training for these 
jobs can be identi"ed so the potential 
employee can prepare. 
#e Illinois Shared Learning 
Environment is run throughout 
the state and partners with high 
schools to prepare students for future 
employment, she said.
However, four-year universities 
aren’t the only institutions that could 
be a!ected. Community colleges 
could also see changes if the act is 
passed.
Steve O’Keefe, director of college 
relations at John A. Logan College, 
said the 80 students supported by the 
Workforce Investment Act will su!er 
the most. #ese students depend on 
the funding for tuition, books, living 
and travel expenses, he said.
Throughout the past 23 years, 
thousands of displaced workers 
such as coal miners have relied on 
Workforce Investment Act-funded 
college programs, he said. O’Keefe 
said the college had an “all hands 
on deck” mentality: Staff members 
were devoted to helping the displaced 
workers in whatever way they could.
The government will have to 
choose which programs to cut to keep 
operating, he said. It’s not program 
cuts the college will worry about but 
rather the funding, which O’Keefe 
said is a  loss that will result in an 
enrollment decrease.
#is act would not only a!ect 
college programs, but also area 
organizations that receive Workforce 
Investment Act funding.
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Education has often been de"ned by time spent in the 
classroom, but an alternative program is now a step closer to 
rede"ning it.
#e U.S. Department of Education sent a letter to colleges 
March 19 that announced universities may apply to provide 
federal student aid to students enrolled in competency-based 
programs and also detailed the process for doing so, according to 
the Chronicle of Higher Education. 
Competency-based education programs focus on learning 
rather than time spent in a program, and student progress 
is de"ned by competence demonstration, according to the 
article. #is means students must prove they have mastered the 
knowledge and skills required for a particular course. Credit is 
awarded when students achieve speci"c goals, as demonstrated 
through tests, regardless of the time it takes to pass them. 
Although the Chronicle article states "nancial aid could make 
the programs more viable for colleges nationally, professors and 
students di!ered on how they positive they thought the di!erent 
learning environment might be.
Kelly Glassett, professor of curriculum and instruction, said he 
would be against launching such programs at the university. He 
said the university o!ers competency tests for core curriculum 
classes, but it has no programs based on the same principle. 
#ose programs would not provide a clear example of how 
students learn, he said.
“With respect to education and being a teacher, I don’t think 
an exam is a good measure of what one can do in the classroom,” 
he said. “It is more of a performance-based type of situation.
Glassett said the traditional classroom setting o!ers more than 
an assessment. #e tests only show how much students have 
retained, not how they learned it, he said.
A classroom semester o!ers more interaction than a 
competency assessment program would, Glassett said.
“I think (students) also lose the important social aspect of peers 
and interacting with peers and teachers and mentors,” he said.
However, Glassett said he did see some competency concept 
positives. Experienced adults returning to college might bene"t 
the most from competency-based programs, and the ability 
to "nish the program quicker could be bene"cial. He said 
competency should be based more in internships or student 
teaching opportunities, since they provide real-world experience.
Deborah Barnett, nontraditional student programs director, 
agreed that nontraditional students could bene"t from 
competency-based programs. Barnett said such exams such 
as the College Level Examination Program have bene"tted 
nontraditional students in the past.
“Expanding the idea to include competency-based programs 
could be an exciting development if quality is maintained,” she said.
Barnett said nontraditional students sometimes have 
obligations such as work and family that make getting a degree 
through credit hours tougher. Even though competency-based 
classes may be completed faster, she said, the program must 
maintain high educational standards.
“As with any educational program, competency-based 
programs will need to do what the name implies, which is ensure 
that competencies or learning outcomes of the course or program 
have been achieved,” she said.
Degree completion time and teacher-student interaction were 
examples students highlighted when they gave di!ering opinions 
on competency-based programs.
Jasmen Welch, a sophomore from Chicago studying childhood 
development, said she liked the idea of a competency-based program.
“It seems easier and faster than getting credits, so I would say 
it’s better,” Welch said.
Michelle Hardimon, a sophomore from Peoria studying early 
childhood education,  said she disliked the program because she 
prefers a classroom interaction versus a series of assessments.
“I don’t like the idea,” Hardimon said. “I would rather have a 
teacher to interact with me instead of assessments.”
Signs of disapproval
Corina Leng, middle, an alumna from Cobden, and Mary O’Hara, of Carbondale, left,  join the “No Fracking” 
rally Monday at Morris Library.  O’Hara said she helps neighborhood groups prepare for the effects of 
fracking if it began. “If fracking starts here, they are going to be pumping chemicals into the earth, which will 
contaminate our water supply,” O’Hara said.
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Given the choice of whether to expand Medicaid under 
President Barack Obama’s health care law, many Republican 
governors and lawmakers initially responded with an 
emphatic “no.”
Now they are increasingly hedging their objections.
A new “no, but ...” approach is spreading among GOP states 
in which o!cials are still publicly condemning the Democratic 
president’s Medicaid expansion yet "oating alternatives that 
could provide health coverage to millions of low-income adults 
while potentially tapping into billions of federal dollars that are 
to start "owing in 2014.
#e Medicaid health care program for poor, which is jointly 
funded by the federal and state governments, already covers 
about one in $ve people in the U.S. Expanding it was the way 
Obama envisioned covering many more low-income workers 
who don’t have insurance. #e new Republican alternatives 
being proposed in states generally would go part of the way, but 
cover fewer people than Obama’s plan, guarantee less $nancial 
help or rely more on private insurers.
But so far, many of the Republican ideas are still more wistful 
than substantive. It’s uncertain whether they will actually pass. 
And even if they do, there’s no guarantee Obama’s administration 
will allow states to deviate too greatly from the parameters of the 
A%ordable Care Act while still reaping its lucrative funding. Yet 
a recent signal from federal o!cials that Arkansas might be able 
to use Medicaid money to buy private insurance policies has 
encouraged Republicans to try alternatives.
#e GOP proposals could lead to another health care 
showdown between the White House and states, leaving 
millions of Americans who lack insurance waiting longer for 
resolution. O!cials in about 30 states that are home to more 
than 25 million uninsured residents remain either de$ant 
or undecided about implementing Obama’s Medicaid 
expansion, according to an Associated Press survey.
El Greco serving seconds *23·V¶QR·RQ
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Winslow Chou, of Carbondale, smiles after cutting the ribbon with business partner Ethen Jefferson, of Carbondale, 
Monday at El Greco. Jefferson said he and Chou decided to save the landmark after hearing about the restaurant’s 
closure under its previous owners. “People really cared about the place,” he said. “They were heartbroken as much 
as we were. It was like, if nothing else, let’s just see if we can save one Carbondale icon rather than seeing another 
one go down.” Jefferson and Chou worked with the original owners and came to an agreement for the restaurant’s 
reopening. The new owners say they plan to increase the restaurant’s efficiency but will leave many changes in the 
community’s hands by letting them vote on topics such as menu and merchandise options. “We’ll put it up to vote 
amongst the people of the community,” Jefferson said. “Let’s face it. It’s a community store.”
LAURA ROBERTS | DAILY EGYPTIAN
Kathy Lively, CEO of the 
Management Training and Consulting 
Corporation, said the act would only 
mean a name change from for her 
organization’s funding. However, not 
all organizations are as safe, she said.
“All federal funding has the right 
to be concerned,” she said. “(The 
cuts) are coming regardless.”
Jessica Wettig Miles can be reached at
jwettig@dailyegyptian.com
or 618-529-3311 Ext. 259.
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Zoo-goers snap pictures at the puffin enclosure Saturday at the St. Louis Zoo.  The 90-acre zoo has 
operated since 1910 and houses 655 different species of animals. According to the zoo’s website, it 
hosts more than 3 million visitors per year to see their 19,000 animals.
LYNNETTE OOSTMEYER | DAILY EGYPTIAN
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NEW YORK — !e chemistry 
is over: rock out"t My Chemical 
Romance has disbanded.
!e New Jersey-based band 
announced Saturday that “it has come 
time for it to end.” !e foursome 
thanked fans in a statement and said 
the experience was “a true blessing.”
My Chemical Romance’s sound is 
a mix of alternative, punk rock and 
pop. Band members released their 
debut album in 2002 but really made a 
splash on the music scene in 2004 with 
the platinum-selling “!ree Cheers for 
Sweet Revenge.” It featured the top-40 
hit “Helena.”
!ey followed that with another 
platinum e#ort in 2006, “!e Black 
Parade,” earning their "rst top-10 pop 
hit with the song “Welcome to the 
Black Parade.”
!e group said they’ve “shared the 
stage with people we admire, people 
we look up to, and best of all, our 
friends.”
Group members included vocalist 
Gerard Way, bassist Mikey Way and 
guitarists Ray Toro and Frank Iero. 
!eir last album was 2010’s “Danger 
Days: !e True Lives of the Fabulous 
Killjoys.”
$VVRFLDWHG3UHVV
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BANGUI, Central African 
Republic — Rebels overthrew 
Central African Republic’s president 
of a decade on Sunday, seizing the 
presidential palace and declaring that 
the desperately poor country has 
“opened a new page in its history.” !e 
country’s president "ed the capital, 
while extra French troops moved to 
secure the airport, o#cials said.
!e rebels’ invasion of the capital 
came just two months after they 
had signed a peace agreement that 
would have let President Francois 
Bozize serve until 2016. !at deal 
unraveled in recent days, prompting 
the insurgents’ advance into Bangui 
and Bozize’s departure to a still 
unpublicized location.
U.N. Secretary-General Ban Ki-
moon condemned the unconstitutional 
seizure of power and called for the swift 
restoration of constitutional order, 
U.N. spokesman Martin Nesirky said.
!e U.N. chief appealed for 
calm and reiterated that the January 
peace agreements “remain the most 
viable framework to ensure durable 
peace and stability in the country,” 
Nesirky said. Ban also expressed deep 
concern at reports of serious human 
rights violations.
Witnesses and an adviser to Bozize 
said rebel trucks were traveling 
throughout the town on Sunday hours 
after the palace was seized. Former 
colonial power France con$rmed the 
developments, issuing a statement that 
said French President Francois Hollande 
“has taken note of the departure of 
President Francois Bozize.”
“Central African Republic has just 
opened a new page in its history,” 
said a communique signed by Justin 
Kombo Moustapha, secretary-general 
of the alliance of rebel groups known 
as Seleka.
Central African Republic leader
RYHUWKURZQE\FRXQWU\·VUHEHOV
HIPPOLYTE MARBOUA
KRISTA LARSON
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HAMBURG, Pa. — Warm 
weather and budding "owers were 
just a rumor Monday as the East 
Coast endured another blast of 
winter.
A wide-ranging storm that buried 
parts of the Midwest weakened as 
it moved east but still managed to 
carpet lawns and $elds in a fresh 
layer of white. Many schools opened 
late or closed early, and hundreds of 
"ights were canceled.
!e cold temperatures and 
miserable mixture of snow and 
rain had people longing for more 
agreeable weather.
“I’m ready for "ip "ops,” said 
Jessica Cunitz, 24, of Westchester 
County, N.Y., who stopped at a 
gas station along Interstate 78 in 
Pennsylvania to $ll her overheating 
car with antifreeze. “It’s supposed to 
be spring.”
In Maryland, Michael Pugh 
donned a wool coat, knit cap, 
waterproof pants and heavy boots 
to trudge more than a mile through 
four inches of wet snow to his bank 
in downtown Hagerstown, about 
70 miles west of Baltimore. He 
pronounced the weather “dreadful.”
By this time of year, “I was hoping 
it’d be sunny and the weather 
breaking,” said Pugh, a warehouse 
worker who turned 38 Monday. 
“Every day I think I can pack up the 
winter coat and break out the spring 
clothes, and I can’t.”
Earlier, the storm walloped the 
Midwest, dumping a record 17 
inches in Spring$eld, and a foot 
or more elsewhere in Illinois. 
Travel remained treacherous 
Monday afternoon, with Interstate 
55 and 57 still covered in snow 
and ice, according to the Illinois 
Department of Transportation. 
Numerous vehicles were reported 
to be o% roads, according to Illinois 
state police.
In downtown Spring$eld, co%ee-
shop manager Mike Zengilani said 
food-delivery trucks were hours late. 
But he didn’t think about closing.
“Everyone else closes, so it’s good 
for us to be open,” Zengilani said. 
“It’s Monday, it’s de$nitely slower, 
but we all made the e%ort to come 
in.”
!e system was little more than a 
nuisance by the time it reached the 
East Coast. Air travel saw the biggest 
impact, with nearly 600 "ights 
canceled as of Monday afternoon, 
according to the FlightAware 
tracking service. Hardest-hit 
airports included those in New 
York, Philadelphia and Washington.
Roadways, meanwhile, were 
mostly wet.
In Hamburg, Pa. — which has 
seen three here-and-gone snowfalls 
in little more than a week — carpet 
installer Seth Hanna drank co%ee 
and surveyed the slush from a 
covered front porch.
“We got these warm days a few 
weeks ago, and everybody got their 
hopes up. March is supposed to be 
out like a lamb but it’s not doing it,” 
said Hanna, 30. “I love the snow, 
but I’m ready for some warm spring 
weather.”
Robert Fink, 25, of Magnolia, 
N.J., said the worst part about yet 
another snow storm was having 
to shovel. Fink — shovel in hand 
outside a truck stop in Bordentown 
— said he longed for Florida, where 
he used to live.
6SULQJVQRZFORVHV86
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GARFIELD, N.J.  — !e 
neighborhood looks exceedingly 
normal: single-family homes and 
apartment buildings packed together, 
dogs barking from postage-stamp-size 
lawns, parents hustling down narrow 
sidewalks to fetch their children from 
school. But something with very 
dangerous potential lies below the 
surface, o#cials say.
!e residents’ toenails will provide 
con$rmation.
A plume of hexavalent chromium, 
a metal used in industrial production 
that the Centers for Disease Control 
and Prevention calls a “well-established 
carcinogen,” has spread under Gar$eld, 
putting about one-tenth of the city’s 
homes — about 600 structures and 
3,600 residents — at risk.
!e Environmental Protection 
Agency is about to start drilling on 
the spill site to determine how much 
chromium is pooled beneath and 
remove tainted soil. !e agency is also 
testing the broader area to determine 
how it will be cleaned up. Now a group 
of scientists from New York University is 
working to assess how much chromium 
residents may have been exposed to.
Researchers will collect toenail 
clippings from city residents. !e 
nails will be tested for traces of 
chromium. Because toenails grow 
slowly, it is possible to see how much 
chromium has accumulated in the 
body over the past 18 months or 
so, said Judith Zeliko%, a professor 
of environmental medicine at New 
York University.
“Our major goal is to try to relieve 
their fears,” Zeliko% said. “With the 
economy, they can't sell their homes. 
!ey don’t know if they got exposed.”
!e contamination started 30 
years ago, when thousands of pounds 
of hexavalent chromium— the same 
stu% that sickened Californians 
whose story was told in “Erin 
Brockovich” — leaked from a tank at 
the EC Electroplating Co., a factory 
surrounded on all sides by houses 
and apartments. !e state started 
cleaning up the spill but stopped two 
years later. In 1993, chromium was 
found at a now-shuttered $rehouse 
and later in homes.
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Aries — Today is a 7 — 
Compromise will be required 
soon. It’s all worth it in the 
end. The result could surprise 
you. Get farther faster with 
professional assistance.
Taurus — Today is an 8 —  Work 
especially hard, or at least 
smartly. Inject energy by finding 
what you love most. Settle on 
what you and your sweetheart 
find most interesting.
Gemini — Today is a 9 — Work 
faster and make more money, or 
increase your rates. Remember to 
take time off for fun, too, or you’ll get 
burned out. There’s an abundance of 
projects; add creativity to have it all.
Cancer — Today is a 7  — Some 
bold actions may be required, 
especially around family, but it all 
works out eventually. Start planning 
a project at home. It’s very important 
to stay in communication.
Leo — Today is a 7 — Things are 
starting to make sense, finally. With a 
bit more work and dedication, you 
can move on to the next level. Get 
what you’ve been wanting. Be quick 
to adapt to changes.
Virgo — Today is a 7 — Check 
instructions, and then use your good 
judgment on how to proceed. Better 
take the time to be sure the job’s done 
right. Make good money now, but 
don’t throw it around, not even for love. 
Libra — Today is a 7 — There are 
challenges ahead, and you have the 
energy to take them on. Solve them 
one at a time. Prioritize important 
tasks. Don’t force things. Bend with 
the wind to avoid breakage.
Scorpio — Today is a 7 — It’s easier 
to focus on small details. Don’t get 
discouraged by breakdowns; they 
reveal what’s missing for success. 
Listen to encouraging friends, and 
stay persistent.
Sagittarius — Today is an 8 — 
Friends are happy to give you a 
boost. Listen to their words as 
if you’re paying for the counsel, 
and then make your own choice. 
There’s time to party.
Capricorn — Today is an 8 — Go 
along with a partner’s suggestion, 
as long as it’s not too crazy. You 
may have to try it to find out if it 
works. Pay back what you owe. 
Travel looks adventuresome.
Aquarius — Today is an 8 — 
Optimism provides a context for growth. 
Now’s a great time to plan for the long-
range future. Write down what you really 
want, and find support in like-minded 
friends. Your equity is growing.
Pisces — Today is an 8 — 
You have a lot of irons in the fire, 
especially in the days ahead. Go 
ahead and juggle, but be aware of 
consequences. Others are impressed. 
Making a commitment empowers you. 
Complete the grid so each 
row, column and 3-by-
3 box (in bold borders) 
contain every digit, 1 to 
9. For strategies on how 
to solve Sudoku, visit 
www.sudoku.org.uk.
Monday’s Answers:
Pick up the Daily Egyptian each day 
to test your crossword skills
Monday’s Puzzle Solved
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THE Daily Commuter Puzzle by Jacqueline E. Mathews
FOR RELEASE JANUARY 10, 2012
ACROSS
1 Room style and
furnishings
6 Blacken
10 Drinks slowly
14 Wear away
15 “Arsenic and
Old __”
16 Prepare in
advance
17 Tyson & Ditka
18 Painting and
sculpturing
19 Ascend
20 Wicked winter
weather
22 Painkiller
24 Bag
25 Thin
26 Yuletide door
decoration
29 Talk
30 Amateur radio
operator
31 Mysterious
33 Peruvian beast
37 Part of the eye
39 Beverly Hills’
__ Drive
41 Many a book
assigned in a
literature class
42 “Lovely Rita, __
maid...”
44 Windowsill
46 Lawn tree
47 Like a building
with a rounded
top
49 Dillydally
51 Tries hard
54 Pere’s wife
55 Ukrainian
peninsula
56 Apple pie spice
60 Lasso
61 Incite
63 Get away from
64 __ if; albeit
65 At loose __; in
confusion
66 __ out; radiates
67 __ away; left
68 Nap
69 Lovers’ meeting
DOWN
1 __ Moore
2 Singer Clapton
3 Soft drink
4 City in Texas
5 Say again
6 Actor __ Gable
7 Injure
8 Performance
9 Replace shoe
bottoms
10 Rain lightly
11 Homer classic
12 White stickum
13 Show contempt
21 Yellow shade
23 Ring out
25 Miles per hour
26 On a __;
without much
forethought
27 Unusual
28 Give off, as
rays
29 __ with; backed
32 Characters in a
play
34 Imitated
35 Pepper grinder
36 Highest point
38 Gritty residue
40 City in Utah
43 Wander; roam
45 In __; seriously
48 Scanty
50 Loom user
51 __ up; make a
mess of things
52 Treasure __;
valuable find
53 Become soft
and edible
54 In the __ of;
hemmed in by
56 Rogues
57 Lots
58 Chances
59 Bird’s home
62 Small digit
Monday’s Puzzle Solved
(c) 2012 Tribune Media Services, Inc.
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(Answers tomorrow)
FLING GOING TWENTY BOLDLYYesterday’s Jumbles:Answer: The owner of the toupee company was a —
BIGWIG
Now arrange the circled letters 
to form the surprise answer, as
suggested by the above cartoon.
THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME
by David L. Hoyt and Jeff Knurek
Unscramble these four Jumbles,
one letter to each square,
to form four ordinary words.
KNLAF
AABET
CAFEDA
RITPUN
©2013 Tribune Media Services, Inc.
All Rights Reserved.
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(Answers tomorrow)
LING GOING TWENTY BOLDLYYesterday’s Ju lAns er: The owner of the toupee company was a —
BIGWIG
Now arrange the circled letters 
to form the surprise answer, as
suggested by the above cartoon.
THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME
by David L. Hoyt and Jeff Knurek
Unscramble these four Jumbles,
one letter to each square,
to form four ordinary words.
KNLAF
AABET
CAFEDA
RITPUN
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SOLUTION TO MONDAY’S PUZZLE
Complete the grid
so each row, 
column and 
3-by-3 box
(in bold borders)
contains every
digit, 1 to 9. 
For strategies on
how to solve
Sudoku, visit
www.sudoku.org.uk
© 2013 The Mepham Group. Distributed by 
Tribune Media Services. All rights reserved.
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Freshman tennis player Jonny Rigby hits a return Sunday during the match against Northern 
Illinois University at Sports Blast. Rigby fell to NIU’s Simon Formont with final match scores 
of 6-3 and 6-2. The Salukis’ six-match win streak ended when the Huskies beat the Salukis 
4-3. 
TIFFANY BLANCHETTE | DAILY EGYPTIAN
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TENNIS
The Saluki men’s tennis team’s six-
game winning streak ended Sunday 
as it lost 4-3 against Northern Illinois 
University.
It was the team’s first loss since its 
Feb. 8 match against No. 44 Memphis.
The Salukis were scheduled to face 
Creighton Saturday, but the match 
was canceled because of  icy road 
conditions.  However, the snow did not 
stop their Sunday match at home as SIU 
continued its doubles-play dominance 
and won 8-6, 8-6 and unfinished.
Senior Badr Cherradi and freshman 
Jonny Rigby have gone unfinished in 
a doubles match for three of their past 
six matches, but they are near perfect 
going 8-1, 8-0 and 8-0 in games they 
have finished.
Cherradi was strong in singles as well 
and posted 6-1 and 6-1 scores against 
Husky junior Jovan Zeljkovic.  The 
victory gave him six consecutive wins 
and nine over his last 11 matches.
Cherradi said all facets of his game 
came together in his performance.
“Sometimes, when you are confident 
and you know you should win this 
match, you just try to get (the win) for 
you and stay focused,” he said. “I just 
played relaxed and tried to win without 
giving him much hope.”
However, his success was not followed 
by teammates as they won just two of 
their six singles matches against NIU.
Senior Brandon Florez’s match against 
Husky sophomore Dor Amir in the No. 
1 spot went into a first-set tiebreaker 
but resulted in a 7-6, 6-4 loss.
The only other Saluki to win in singles 
was sophomore Martijn Admiraal in the 
No. 6 spot with his 6-2, 6-2 win over 
junior Maksym Lagutin.  Admiraal has 
not lost a match this season, and coach 
Dann Nelson said his offseason work is 
starting to show on the court.
“Right now, Martijn is very 
confident,” he said.  “He has great 
hands, and when he comes to the net 
he is able to make almost every volley, 
and his ground play has been excellent. 
When he can get his serve going and 
actually hitting aces, he is really tough 
to beat.”
As the other matches ended, both 
teams crowded around the final one 
between Saluki junior Rafael Cuadrillero 
and Husky senior Max Phillips.  The 
match had a pair of long volleys between 
the two but ended with a contested 6-4, 
6-4 SIU loss. The loss against NIU is 
the team’s third this season and ended 
its four-game winning streak at home.
The Salukis will face SIU-Edwardsville 
Wednesday in Edwardsville, and Florez 
said it will be different facing an SIUE 
team that beat the Huskies earlier this 
season.
“It’s almost a thing of pride,” he said. 
“You want to beat your baby brother 
school. I don’t know the numbers or 
anything, but I would say we are the 
more dominant tennis team.”  
Matt Ferguson can be reached at 
mferguson@dailyegyptian.com 
or 536-3311 ext. 282. 
MATT FERGUSON
Daily Egyptian 
!e SIU softball team dropped 
two one-run games against 
Northern Iowa during a Saturday 
doubleheader that brought the 
team’s season record to 0-4.
!e series was moved from 
UNI’s Robinson Dresser Field to 
Charlotte West Stadium because 
of unfavorable weather forecasts in 
Cedar Falls, Iowa. !e Salukis still 
played as the away team, but the 
change haunted them in game one 
as Northern Iowa used its "nal at-
bat to beat SIU 4-3 in extra innings.
!e Panthers went with their 
ace Jamie Fisher, the Missouri 
Valley Conference’s Most 
Valuable Pitcher. !e junior didn’t 
disappoint as she struck out 10 
batters and allowed one run in 11 
innings to nab the win.
“No matter what (Northern 
Iowa’s) record is, with (Fisher) on 
the mound, they can beat anybody,” 
coach Kerri Blaylock said. “She does 
a good job, and their pitching coach 
does a good job calling pitches.”
Although Fisher was locked-in 
in the circle, the Salukis, who were 
down 3-2 with their "nal at-bat, 
mustered a clutch RBI single by 
sophomore out"elder Kalyn Harker. 
Her shot squeaked past a diving 
third baseman and scored junior 
in"elder Jayna Spivey from second 
base. !e run tied the game at three 
and sent it into extra innings.
!e score remained the same 
until the 11th inning, when an SIU 
error with two outs put the game-
winning runner on base and UNI 
freshman out"elder Kristin Lock 
hit a walk-o# double to seal it for 
UNI. Sophomore pitcher Alyssa 
Wunderlich recorded the loss in 
relief despite allowing no earned 
runs on three hits with no walks 
and a career-best six strikeouts in 
4.2 innings.
Senior out"elder Morgan 
Barchan was the lone Saluki to pick 
up multiple hits during the "rst 
game, as she went 2-4 with a scored 
run and a pair of walks.
Game two saw much of the 
same, as Fisher (10-8) picked up 
her second win after allowing one 
run on "ve SIU hits with three 
strikeouts during the nightcap. She 
logged 18 innings for the day and 
threw more than 300 pitches.
!e Panthers scored a run in the 
second and third innings to take 
a 2-0 lead into the seventh inning 
before the Salukis "nally scored on 
Barchan’s solo home run. Freshman 
in"elder Kelsey Gonzalez followed 
her deep shot with a single, which 
brought the go-ahead run to the 
plate. However, SIU failed to take 
advantage to end the game.
Barchan went 3-4 to lead 
the Salukis in game two, while 
Gonzalez and junior catcher Allie 
VadeBoncouer recorded the team’s 
only other hits.
Wunderlich (5-6) picked 
up another tough loss despite 
allowing just two runs on five hits 
with a strikeout.
“She’s been throwing well for two 
or three weeks,” Blaylock said. “If 
she continues to throw like that, 
hopefully with our o#ense we’ll be 
able to win some games.”
A bright spot during the Salukis’ 
dreary doubleheader was the 
gameplay between Gonzalez and 
freshman in"elder Taylor Harris.
Gonzalez had tough at-bats, 
recorded two hits against the 
returning conference pitcher of the 
year and had a good eye at the plate 
throughout the games.
“(Fisher) was getting a lot of 
people out on that rise ball, so I was 
focusing on laying o# it and waiting 
to get my pitch,” she said.
Gonzalez was the ninth batter 
during game one, and Blaylock 
moved her to the order’s No. 2 spot 
during game two. Gonzalez said 
the change was because of Blaylock 
changing the lineup.
“Obviously, what we had been 
doing wasn’t working,” Gonzalez 
said. “You just have to change it 
around sometimes.”
Harris, who has seen limited 
action for most of the season, was 
thrust into the starting lineup when 
junior in"elder Kelsea Ashton was 
ruled out because of illness. She 
played tough defense at third base 
and made two leaping catches in the 
"eld.
“I had to do whatever I could to 
help our team win,” she said. “I’ve 
been playing "rst (base) most of the 
time and not really getting a lot at 
third, so I couldn’t do anything else 
but play my game.”
!e Salukis will return to action 
during the weekend, when they will 
travel to Normal to face Illinois 
State in one game Friday and a 
doubleheader Saturday.
Terrance Peacock can be reached at 
tpeacock@dailyegyptian.com 
or 536-3311 ext. 269.
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SOFTBALL
‘‘  (Fisher) was getting a lot of people out on that rise ball, so I was focusing on laying off it and waiting to get my pitch.
— Kelsey Gonzalez
freshman infielder
